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EARLY PROSTILSSTS 
R/ sn excellent article entitled "Aus der Geschichte des 
Zahnersatzes" (From the History of Dental Prosthesis), by 
G. Rath, appears in Ciba-Symnosium 6:9-18 April 1958. Not 
least important are the reproductions in color of ancient and 
early vrostheses. All but two of the twelve figures are from 
original snecimens and five of the items have prob bly not 
been previously published. 


One figure revresents an upver and lower denture from cattle bone, 
made in sections and Wired together, dated c. A. Dv. 1500. It 
seems doubtful that this »rosthesis was functional, because of 
the extremely narrow tissue-borne surface ahd the extreme length 
of the maxillary anterior teeth. It seems likely that the den- 
ture was ynlaced against the vestibular suiface rather than on 

the crest of the process. (Fig. 5) 


One set of Japanese upver and lower dentures with boxwood bases 
and ivory teeth is shown. The upver denture has an extension 
covering the entire valate, as have many other s»vecimens of 
Japanese work of early date. This denture has been nlaced at 
c. A.D. 1700. Evidence for the dates of Japanese dentures, 
some being placed as early as A.D. 1500, is lacking in the lit- 
erature of the occidental world. (lig. 6) 


One of the most interesting; svecimens represented (Fig. 8) is 

a maxillary denture with fourteen human teeth. This denture 

is notable for several reasons. Ordinarily only the six an- 
terior human teeth were used, the molars being blocks of ivory 
or porcelain. The base of this denture is not described, but 
it does not appear in the nicture to be metal and it cannot very 
well be wood, as that material was not emoloyed as a base mate- 
rial by Juropean dentists. If it is vulcanite, it must be of 
a later date than the "end of the 18th century," as indicated 
in the legend. Human tveth were still em»loyed well into the 
19th century. 


The split bean tyve teeth with groove and bracket for attach- 
ment, shown in Fig. 12, are probably not by DuBois de Chemant 
as indicated in the legend, but are more likely to be by Fonzi 
or one of his imitators. 


One statement in the text calls for comment. The ancient 
igyotian s»vecimen consisting of two teeth loosely bound with 
gold wire should scarcely be offered as an indication of ancient 
prosthesis. It was intended as a splint to stabilize a loose 
tooth, and it is so crude as to suggest that it is not the work 
of a professional person. 


DR. VIGGO ANDRO GN 

R/ A brief biosvavhical sketch of Viggo Andresen (1870-1950) 
well-known Scandinavian ddntist and exoonent of the so-called 

"functional" system of orthodontics, appears in blaétter fir 

Zahnheilkunde (19:14 Feb. 1958). 


DR. H. ATKINGON 
R/ Carl J. Stark concludes his biographical sketches for The 
Bulletin of the Cleveland Dental Society (13:7-8 May 1958) 


with a brief account of vv. A. Atkinson, extracted from the writ- 
ings of contemporaries, Dr. John Steffan and Georve H. Wilson, 


HISTORY OF ADMISSIONS TESTING 
R/ A sketch of the development of the aptitude testing program 
of the Council on Vental “ducation of the smerican Dental. 
Association is given by Gerald D. Timmons in the Journal of 
Dental Education 22:5-9 January 1958. 


100 YEARS OF DENTISTRY IN INDIANA 
R/ The Indiana State Dental Association celebrated the LOOth 
anniversary of its foundation on May 18-21 of this year. 
Leroy &. Burney, surgeon-general, U.S. Public Health Service, 
sovoke on a luncheon program devoted to "Dental Education, 1858- 
1958", and Harold Hillenbrand, secretary of the American Dental 
Association, — on the centennial luncheon program devoted 
to "Organized Dentistry, 1858-1958." 


SYMBOLISM OF THE CROCODILE 
The C5:116-117, 1958) has an interesting 
article entitled "Where's your Crocodile?", presenting 
several illustrations showing crocodiles hung from the ceiling 
of alchemists' Laboratories. On the cover of the same journal 
is a painting by Gerrit Dou (1613-1675) reoresenting a tooth 
puller in his shop exhibiting a tooth which he has just removed 
from the mouth of a young patient. Over the heads of these ver- 
sons is suspended a crocodile. The victure on the cover bears 
the legend, "The Alchemist ’ulls a Tooth," and the assumotion is 
that the crocodile was the alchemist's symbol. This same victure 
appears in Curt Proskauer's Iconographia Odontologica with the 
legend "Der Zahnarzt" (The Dentist). It should be noted that 
amoung the paraohernalia of this operator is a basin which was 
equally symbolic of the barber. Since five other of the illus- 
trations given by Proskauer also show dental operators with 
crocodiles in evidence in their shops, it is doubtful that only 
the alchemists were symbolized by the crocodile. 


* Address all communications to George B. Denton, c/o Amer- 
Dental Association, 222 Zast Superior Street, Chicago,1ll, 
inois. 


